[Cavernous hemangioma of the spleen with a localized intravascular coagulation syndrome (Kasabach-Merritt syndrome). Ultrastructural study].
Haemangioma is the commonest non-malignant tumour of the spleen. Cytopenia and coagulopathy, secondary to cell trapping and coagulation factors consumption inside the haemangioma, respectively. May occasionally occur as accompanying phenomena. A woman is presented who had splenic haemangioma associated with leucopenia and thrombocytopenia along with decrease fibrinogen and prolonged prothrombin time as well as low complement rates. She had massive splenomegaly with portal hypertension, and the partial oxygen pressure values in mesenteric and portal blood were concurrent with the presence of arteriovenous shunts. The leucocyte and platelet count, the serum complement, the fibrinogen rate and the prothrombin time recovered after splenectomy. The cavernous characteristics of the spleen, containing multiple thrombi, were confirmed upon scanning electron microscope examination. The pathophysiology of the cytopenias and clotting factors consumption is discussed, stress being laid on the ultrastructural findings. A review is presented of the clinical aspects, differential diagnosis and treatment.